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Fri, 3 August Book Parade & Scholastic Book Fair (theme—Find Your Treasure) 

Mon, 6 August Making it Happen meeting 9.15am 

Wed, 8 August Parent/Teacher meetings 

Fri, 10 August The Ponds School Athletics Carnival 

Wed, 10 September Year 7 Immunisation 

  

  

Dear Parents and Caregivers,  
 
Welcome to our first newsletter of Term 3! Please take the time to sit and read this newsletter as it is full of 
interesting information. 
 

School Uniform 
 
The Ponds School has always had and will always have a unisex school uniform. If you wish to order an item of 
clothing from the Uniform shop you can: 
 Go to the school website and print the Uniform Order sheet, complete the form. Send the money and form to 

school and the uniform will be placed in your child’s bag. 
 Pay for the uniform on POP (school website), complete the uniform shop order form and send it to school 
 Visit the school during school hours and purchase the pieces of uniform your child requires 
Please don’t forget to label all your child’s items, including shoes. 
 

Structure of the Day 
 
When The Ponds School first opened, all of our students were very young and we were situated at Riverstone with a 
lack of playground equipment. Our solution to students becoming bored and not making good choices was to have 
three twenty minute breaks. Since then, on a yearly basis, the staff have voted on whether to remain with three 
breaks or go to two breaks. With the average age of our students increasing, along with their social skills, the 
construction of the new playground, increased integration and community access, and the opportunity to be able to 
fit more education into each day, the staff voted that we trial two breaks. 
 
The day now looks like: 
 
9.00am  session one begins 
11.00am   session one finishes and break one begins 
11.30am   break one finishes and session two begins 
1.30pm   session two finishes and break two begins 
2.00pm  break two finishes and session three begins 
2.50pm  going home bell 
 
We understand that this change has meant that staff have had to negotiate a change of times with some therapists. 
Most have been able to make adjustments to their timetables and now our school times fits in with other school 



times.  Our students and staff are enjoying the change also. 
 
If you have questions in regards to the change of the structure of the day, please do not hesitate to contact the 
school.  There will also be a parent Information session (see below) where further discussion will take place. 
 

Bike Helmets 
 
Students are flocking to the bike track now with more time to ride. There are different options in regards to 
wearing bike helmets and being safe: 
 Students can bring and wear their own helmet – ensure it is labelled  
 Students can wear a hat (regular) and use a school bike helmet over their hat 
Students are required to wear shoes and a bike helmet to be able to ride a bike on our bike track. 
 

Do Something Day 
 
A huge thank you goes to Gladys for organising Do Something Day last Thursday. Thank you to parents/carers that 
assisted their child wear something red. Thank you to the parents/carers that attended on the day. Thank you to 
the services that attended and were able to assist parents/carers. Thank you for the most amazing morning tea! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Book Week/Education Week 
 
Parents, caregivers and families are invited to our school for our Book/Education Week celebrations on Friday, 3 
August from 9am -11am. 
As part of our celebrations we will be holding a Book Fair and pirate costume parade in line with the 2018 Book 
Week theme “Find Your Treasure”.   
The Book Fair will be open from 8.45am – 9.15am and again from 10.00 am – 11.00am in our library.  There will be 
many Scholastic books for you to purchase and enjoy.  Every purchase supports our school and enables us to add to 
our own library.  Cash is welcome and we will be able to provide credit facilities either through a Scholastic machine 
or online through the computer.   
The costume parade will take place from 9.15am - 9.30am.  Students are encouraged to dress up as a pirate.  
Parents and Caregivers are invited to attend our parade and see our wonderful students in costume and hopefully a 
visit from Geronimo Stilton.   
Following the parade, there will be an opportunity for parents and caregivers to participate in a lesson with their 
child from 9.30am – 10.00am.  Morning tea will then be served from 10.00am – 11.00am where you can catch up 
with other families and visit the Book Fair if you haven’t already done so.   
We look forward to seeing our student pirates and their parents and carers on Friday, 3 August. 



 Parent Teacher Meetings 
 
By now you should have received a note in regards to Parent/Teacher meetings on Wednesday, 8th August. Please 
complete the booking sheet and return it to school.  Bookings will be made in order of receiving replies. We look 
forward to seeing parents take up the opportunity to speak to the staff that teach your child, see their classroom 
and work samples, review their Personalised Learning Plan and discuss their first semester report. 
 

Athletics Carnival 
 
A note will be sent home soon regarding the Athletics Carnival which will take place on Friday, 10th August from 
11.30am to 1.30pm. Please assist your child to wear their house colours. 
 

Making it Happen Meeting 
 
A Special General Meeting will be held for Making It Happen – for children with disabilities on Monday, 6th August 
at 9.15am. If you are a financial member of the charity you will be able to take part in the nominations for all posi-
tions. 
 

Playground 
 
According to the schedule our accessible playground equipment will be completed by 28th August. CRS will be back 
on Monday, 13th August to continue with the playground base preparation and the playground set out. 
 

Circus Quirkus 
 
Watch out for a note coming home in regards to Circus Quirkus. Free tickets are available for Sunday, 26th August at 
11.00am and 1.30pm at Blacktown Workers Club. The duration of the show is 90 minutes, and there are no animals 
used in the performance. Notes will need to be returned to the school by the due date. 
 

Parent Information Meeting 
 
The next Parent Information Meeting will be held at 9.15am on Wednesday, 22nd August.  We will be pre-
senting information on the new structure of the day, Class 19, wellbeing and external validation.  Looking 
forward to seeing you there. 
 

Carpark 

Just a reminder about carpark safety.  It is extremely important that all vehicles follow the arrows in the carpark.  It 

is a one-way circuit.  We had a very close call this morning between a car exiting in the wrong direction and a bus 

entering the school and do not want to see a situation arise like this again. 

  

Leonie Donaldson 

Principal 









In Class 1 we have been busy exploring our community! We have 
attended community access programs at local parks and play-
grounds, gone to the circus, and attended an inclusion sports day 
at Sydney Olympic Park. We have been learning how to care, learn 
and be safe in a community environment by following our teach-
er’s instructions, staying with the group and using equipment ap-
propriately. We’ve been having so much fun! We hope you like 
our photos, who knows where we might end up next! 



Class 10 were very busy last semester. We enjoyed reading about The Very Hungry Cater-
pillar and learning about days of the week, healthy food choices and the life cycle of a 
butterfly.  We also learnt about the sounds of the alphabet, whilst practicing our reading, 
and writing skills. In Maths, last semester we developed our number knowledge further 
and learnt concepts of more, less, most and least.  We are also able to identify Australian 
coins and values. In History, we studied about past and present and some Australian His-
tory, learning about the original inhabitants of our land, the Aboriginal people. Our fa-
vourite activities are hydrotherapy, walking and going to the bike track.  We are looking 
forward to the second semester and learning about weather and the earth in Science and 
Geography. 
 

 
     
 


